Pericardiocentesis

13/5/11

USES – drainage of pericardial effusion

DESCRIPTION
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METHOD OF INSERTION AND/OR USE

- subxiphoid approach

- long 18-22 G needle attached to syringe

- insertion: between xiphisterum and left costal margin

- direct towards the left shoulder at 40 degree angle to skin

- continual aspiration as needle approaches RV

- once pericardial fluid aspirated, can insert cannula into pericardial space

- attach a 3 way tap and remove fluid with improvement in haemodynamics

OTHER INFORMATION
- pericardial blood doesn’t clot

- intracardial blood does clot

- an ECG chest lead can be attached to the needle: ST elevation or ventricular ectopics signal contact with ventricle.

COMPLICATIONS

- myocardial perforation

- bleeding

- pneumothorax

- arrhythmia
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